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I. This vyofi lias been drawn an the basis a?(fltphc^rj »**n W fry. 
wirf.rWrtfcte 14aTiTrkmdtoP*t*t*npart as 'vrfxmalfy fJed" ad ctk not * 



rtfymd to ptfhu report as 'arfpnaltyfJed" a 
toe international application as originally Bled. 



dioteraef^C^torttsptmseamtmmslon 



rtre descnptioo, pages _ 



as originally filed, 
filed wfth the demand, 
..filed with the letter of 
, Pled witfi the letter of 



Ncrs. , 

Nos. 

Nos. 

Nos. 

Nos. 



_ , as originally fried, 

, as amended under Article 19, 
„ , Hied with the demand, 
_, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



[ | the drawings, 



shccts/Sg _ 
sheets/fig _ 
sheeta/fig _ 



sheets/fig _ 



, as orighvUy flJed, 
, filed wjfh the demand, 
.filed with the letter of . 
.filed with tic letter of , 



2. The amendments Iwve resulted in. *e cancel lelien of: 

O the description, pages _ 

[ I the claims, Nos. . 



□ 



□ This report has been established ta if (some of) the amendments liad not been mfide, since they have been 
to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in toe Supplemental Box CRule 70.2(e)). 



4. Additional observations, If necessary: 
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V. 


Reasoned itafenjcot iradtr ArKcfc 35(7) wlft rtgaid to nuvrlty, rovorthrr rfep «r iirt nttrirf ippitcawoty, 


J- 


Novdly(N) CJajns 1 


-15 *ES 




Claims 16 t16 WO 




Invctrttvc step (IS) CJanra 


YES 




Claire 1 


-15 NO 




lBdu5trialappUoab!lity(rA} Claims 1 


'18 YES 






NO 


2. 


Citations Bad explanations 

The following documents are referred to : 






Dl: TJS-A-4 756 975 (FUJII YASUHIRO ET AL) 12 July 




198e (1988-07-12) 






D2 ; US -A- 5 389 406 (DOEBL.ER KLAUS-PETER BT AL) 14 




February 1395 (1995-05-14) 






D3: US-A-5 252 399 (HI RATA SEIJT ET AL) 12 October 




1993 (1593-10-12) 






1.1 Dl discloses an integrated process 


for painting car 




and utility vehicle bodies or cabs 


comprising 




plastic parts and. spare and add-on 


parts thereof 




(column 1, lines 5-9), wherein 






1) the metal parts of the body Are coated with an 




electrocoating paint (column 2, lines 26-28) and 




the resulting electrocoating is heat cured 




(column 5, line 21s "heat curing* ), producing ». 




corrosloft-jcesietant olcetrocoating j 




2) the electrocoated metal parts of 


the body and the 




plastic parts of the body are assembled (column 




2, line 28: "before ... the assembling"), wherein 




the surface of the plastic parts 


has not been 




primed (column 6, lines 51-59: surface treatments 
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that do not include priming are disclosed) ; 
3) the assembled metal -plastic body is coated with 
an aqueous ( column 9, line 5: "aqueous type 
paint*) primer (the "barrier coat- ie considered 
to be a water-based primer) , wherein the 
assembled metal -plastic body, the plastic parts 
of which have not been primed, is uniformly 
coated with en electrically conductive (column 
10, line 10: "electroconductive substance") 
water-based primer and the resulting coating of 
water-based primer is cured Ccolumn 12, line 47: 
"baked") at temperatures <100 DEG c (column 12, 
line 57: a range fropi 60 to 140 DEG C ie 
indicated. The temperature is further defined as 
being such n as will not cause ... thermal 
deformation of plastic members" . In light of the 
glass transition temperatures T Q of conventional 
thermoplastics fin particular, the polyamide 
disclosed in Dl, see column 17) a temperature of 
S100 DEO C is therefore implicitly disclosed) , 
giving a two-layer priming coat comprising 
elect rocoa ting paint and electrically conductive 
water-based primer on the metal parts and a 
single-layer priming coat of electrically 
conductive water-based primer on the plastic 
parte,- 

4) a colouring and/or special paint (column 16 , line 
24: "metallic paint") i e applied to the priming 
coats and the resulting water -based paint coat 
dried without curing (this step is implicitly 
disclosed, since drying/curing is carried out 
only after the subsequent application of a clear 
varnish: see column 16, line 26), after which 

5) at least a cleat varnish (column 16, line 25: 
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"clear paint") ie applied to the dried water - 
based paint coat to give at least one coat of 
clear varnish, and 
6) the dried water-based paint eoat and the at least 
one coat of clear varnish are cured together 
(column 16, line 26; "cured") by heat treatment 
or heat treatment and actinic irradiation (column 
16, lines 3 0-34) at temperatures sioo DEG C (in 
light of the observation made in column 12, lines 
56- $0, with respect to the thermal deformation of 
plastic parts, this temperature is implicitly 
disclosed, since it depends on the glass 
transition temperature of the plastics used) , 
yielding an integrated multicoat colouring and/ or 
special paint coating. 



1.2 The subject matter of Claim i differs from that of 
Dl in that 

a) the paint in step 4) is a water-based paint 
(feature Ml) , 

b) the clear varnish in step 5) is applied "wet-on- 
wet* (feature M2) , and 

C) the clear varnish in step 5) is a two-pack clear 
varnish (feature M3) . 



There appears to be no functional relationship 
between these features within the meaning of the PCT 
Guidelines (chapter IV- 8. 3a). Claim, l appears to be 
merely a juxtaposition of features and not a true 
combination. 



According to the problem- solution approach, a 
different problem may therefore be separately 
formulated for each of the three features t 



Term PCT/TFRA/409 mat V> rjonuarv 
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1.4.1 With respect to feature Ml, the problem addressed 
may be seen to consist in the use of an 
environmentally friendly paint. The solution - to 
substitute a water-based paint for an organic 
solvent - may be considered obvious to a person 
skilled in the art of paint technology, especially 
in view of long-standing awareness of the issue of 
organic solvent emission and the increasing 
stringency of environmental guidelines fox this 
class of solvents over the past decade; however, see 
also', for example, the disclosure of D3 (column 1, 
lines 22-26) . 



1.4.2 With respect to feature M2, the problem addressed 
may be seen, to consist in the selection of a 
particular painting process. The solution - "wet- 
on-wet" application - is only one of several obvious 
possibilities from which a person skilled in the art 
would choose according to the circumstances in order 
to solve the problem of interest, without thereby 
being inventive. 



1.4.3 with respect to feature M3 , the problem addressed 
may be seen to consist in the selection of a 
particular type of clear varnish. The solution - to 
select two-pack clear varnish - is only one of 
several obvious possibilities from which a person 
skilled in the art would choose according to the 
circumstances in order to solve the problem, of 
interest, without thereby being inventive. 

1.5 Therefore, the subject matter oC claim 1 does not 
involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) . 



FottoPOVIFEA/409 (BoxV) f January 1994) 
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1.6 Since the features Ml, M2 and M3 listed in 1.2 are 
not comprised by the subject matter of independent 
product Claim 16/ the subject matter of Claim 16 i B 
not novel over Dl. 

1-7 Owing to its back reference to Claim 15, the subject 
matter of Claim 18 is likewise not novel over Dl, 

2.1 Dependent claia 17 contains no features which, 
combined with the features of any claim to which 
they refer, meet the PCT requirements for novelty, 
since Dl discloses a scratch-resistant paint (column 
14, line 63: "ultra-hard film"). 

2.2 Dependent Claims 2, 4 and 14 contain no features 
which, combined with the features of any claim to 
which they refer, meet the PCT requirements for 
inventive step. The reasons are as follows (the 
problem-solution approach remains unchanged, since 
the special technical features are unchanged; : 

2.2.1 The additional features of dependent Claim 2 are, 
for a person skilled in the art, implicitly 
disclosed by Dl (column 2, line 28) . 

2.2.2 With respect to the additional features of Claim 4, 
Dl discloses a lead-free, cation-type (column 3, 
line 44) electrocoating paint based on at least an 
epoxy-amine adduct (column 4, lines 5-15) . 

2.2.3 With respect to the additional features of Claim IS, 
see Dl, column is (lines 30-34 and line 26: 
"cured") . 

2.3 Dependent Claims 3, 5-13 and 15 contain no features 
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which, combined with the features of any claim to 
which they refer, meet the PC* requirements for 
inventive step. The reasons are as follows: 

2.3.1 There appeara to be no functional relationship 

between the additional feature of dependent dai*. 3 
and features Ml, M2 or M3. The problem addressed by 
this feature - balancing a dark substrate and light - 
coloured paint - is known to thoSe s * iUed in the 
art. The use of a light -coloured primer disclosed 
in Claim 3 is considered obvious. 

2.3.2 The additional features of dependent Claim 5 pertain 
to an electrically conductive water-based primer, 
the formulation of which is familiar to a person 
skilled in the art; see the disclosure of D2 (column 
5, lines 12-is} . This formulation is only one of 
severa.1 obvious possibilities from which a person 
Skilled in the art would choose according to the 
circumstances in order to solve the problem of 
interest, without thereby being inventive. 

2.3.3 The additional features of dependent Claim* 6-13 
likewise appear to pertain to conventional trade 
practices familiar to a person skilled in the art: 
see 02 (column 4, line 17: "carbon black"; column S, 
lines 30-40; column 5, line 21). 

2.3.4 The additional feature of dependent claim 15 - a 
two-coat cleaar Ornish - appear to pertain to a 
step familiar to a person skilled in the art; see I>3 
(column 2/ lines 23-36) . This feature is only one 
of several obvious possibilities from which a person 
skilled in the art would choose according to the 
circumstances in order to solve the problem of 
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interest, without thereby being inventive. 
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VIL Certain defects to ttw 5a tern ate win] appEcttina 



The flrttowfng defects in the form or contents of the nrtwnatiowl application have been fl/ned: 



Contrary to PCX Rule S.l(a) (li) , the description 
doe© not cite D1-D3 or indicate tne relevant prior 
art disclosed therein. 
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Vjn. Certrin o! 



Tht fbQowwg observaftofls <n 
reppottedbytbodi 



Dependent Claims 2 and 14 do not meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 6 because, owing to the 
features Makid)" and "(Dual Cure)", respectively, 
placed between parentheses, the eubject matter of 
the claims is not clearly defined. 
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